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Continuing a sixty-year relationship, Wally Findlay Galleries reunites two of France’s premier 
artists in the exhibition Jean Dufy & Gen Paul: Génération de Montmartre. 

From a friendship that began in Paris in the 1950s, Wally Findlay Galleries has supported, promoted and celebrated the works of 
Jean Dufy during his lifetime and after his death in 1964, introducing his paintings, watercolors and drawings to the American 
public and ensuring the authenticity of those works with the assistance of Dufy’s sister, Germaine. On the fiftieth anniversary of 
Dufy’s passing, we are delighted that the Poste Française has recognized his lifetime of achievement with a stamp in his name, 
issued on June 23, 2014, an honor he shares with Edgar Degas, Edward Hopper, Georges Braque.

The current exhibition showcases the breadth of Dufy’s style and his ability to evoke the essence of his subject with a delicate 
brushstroke and a serene palette. The early Bouquet Champêtre (1913) unleashes all the abandon of a mass of flowers gathered 
in haste from the countryside, and animated by the slightest breeze in the palms around them. The 1924 Port du Havre shows the 
precision of Dufy’s vision. A working port, where he spent days as an import clerk, it is defined by the barest of lines and subtle 
colors, and yet the mass of trudging workers is unmistakable, making both the mood and the nature of the location apparent. Dufy’s 
1950 Bal populaire reveals just how subtly detailed his works could be. The immense crowd of dancers in an outdoor square, with 
festive lanterns swaying above, is shown with quick lines and dots of color. And while the instruments of the orchestra are only 
suggested, there is no doubt that the viewer can hear the music!

To accompany Dufy, Wally Findlay Galleries selected fellow artist Gen Paul. Slightly younger than Dufy, and without any formal 
training, he absorbed the vitality of the melting pot of styles surrounding him in Montmartre, and found an extraordinary voice 
of his own. Much like Dufy, his tiniest brushstroke exudes activity, intensity and emotion. Gen Paul’s harbor scenes are from a 
different world. Notre Dame du quai de la Tournelle (1937) is one such example. Swift strokes create the splash of waves and the 
rocking of the boats, and the arc of the sky presents the scene as if it were a frame from a motion picture. A later gouache, Antibes, 
les bateaux (1954) is a symphony of quick, directional lines and washes of color. The bustle and anticipation of the boats moored 
here is unmistakable. His remarkable work La course de chevaux (1960) is an abstract mixture of color and frenetic line, and yet 
the strength and movement of the thoroughbreds is clearly felt.

Wally Findlay Galleries is delighted to present twenty-six oils, watercolors, gouaches and drawings together for the first time in 
this exhibition. The exhibition is currently on display at the Palm Beach Gallery.

About Wally Findlay:
Founded 1870, William Wadsworth Findlay established the first gallery in Kansas City, Missouri. It was later passed on to his 
eldest son, Walstein C. Findlay Sr. and then to Walstein C. Findlay Jr. (Wally). Under Wally’s presidency the gallery thrived, 
becoming a well-known cultural destination and expanding to Chicago (1931), Palm Beach (1961), New York City (1964), Paris 
and Beverly Hills (1971). Today, the Findlay legacy of commitment to excellence in fine art is continued by the company’s 
Chairman and CEO, James R. Borynack, who acquired the company in late 1998.

Over our 144-year history, Wally Findlay Galleries has proudly showcased superb artists from many different schools of art, 
from Impressionism through Fauvism. Today, the gallery represents a group of distinguished contemporary artists worldwide. By 
practicing the highest standards in our relationship with both the artist and the collector, the gallery upholds its mission to promote 
and provide quality works by great artistic talents.
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